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May Worship  
 

Sunday, May 3rd   

Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 

Friday, May 10th    

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

Sunday, May 17th    
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 

Sunday, May 24th    
Ascension Day 

 
Sunday, May 31st       

Pentecost Sunday 

 
 

DURING THIS TIME OF PUBLIC HEALTH CRISIS, 
CHURCH SERVICES ARE CANCELLED. 

FLORENCE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH BUILDING  
WILL BE REOPENED TO WORSHIP, MEETINGS, PUBLIC 

EVENTS AND RENTALS AT A DATE TO BE DETERMINED. 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 



 

NOTES FROM THE MINISTER and CHURCH LEADERS: 

Please call on our church – Board members and Committees – during this time of public 

health issues.  Reverend Averill will be available by phone, text, email, etc. and 

continues to be available in person in severe crisis; please note that lockdown conditions 

may affect her ability to travel. 

 

REVEREND AVERILL sends blessings and well wishes this Fourth Sunday of Easter, and 

says “Every Saturday evening, I send a prayer up to God, wishing each and every one 

of you health and safety during this difficult time, and my desire that soon we will all 

be gathered together again in our physical church.”  
 

Current BLOG POSTS for viewing, and SERMONS  (both video and text) are on the website 

--- https://fccnorthampton.com – as well on the church Facebook page.  You can 

subscribe to the Pastor’s blogsite from the FCC website. 

Sermons are also found in the form of YOUTUBE videos, on the Founders' Channel. 

You can watch it here: https://youtu.be/VAlfGksPUoE 

Finally, please do not forget that our MINISTRY EXPENSES HERE AT CHURCH CONTINUE and 

we are doing all we can to endure as a church through May and until such time as the 

crisis is alleviated.  If you give regularly, please continue to do so by either sending your 

offering in the mail (130 Pine St. Florence, MA 01062).  If you do not give regularly, we 

could really use your help.  Your faithfulness in stewardship is critical for our church at 

this time. 
 

As circumstances change, we will adjust our schedules accordingly and we will share 

these changes as quickly as we can.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 

reach out to Reverend Averill at  reverendaeb@gmail.com or  (860) 278-6640 (call or text). 
 

From the MUSIC CORNER:   

Kathy Marks says the choir is doing well and that all members enthusiastically await 

our participation in live services again.  The organ is not dormant during this time of 

pandemic as Kathy comes in weekly to play --- our sanctuary is never without music, 

joy, spiritual depth, and bursts of pipe resonance --- and she hopes that traditional 

songs and anthems continue to be sung at home by all of us. Along with the rest of the 

church staff, she sends hello’s !  Take care, 

                         Kathy Marks 
 

https://fccnorthampton.com/
https://youtu.be/VAlfGksPUoE
mailto:reverendaeb@gmail.com


 

Annual Report - 2019:   

Annual meeting is canceled for May.  Rescheduled date for June TO BE DETERMINED.    

           Sandy Hubbard 

 

From Decorating Committee:   

For those who signed up for Communion Flowers and Twin Bouquets in April, please 

know that upon church reopening, the lists will be back up on the bulletin board in the 

Cobb Room to “re-sign” up for upcoming services. Thank you! 

         God Bless,  Diane   
 

 

From Missions Committee: 

The special collection, Our Church's Wider Fellowship, will take place this month as 

we offer the annual opportunity to support the two associations to which our church 

belongs. If you have offering envelopes, you will find in the May section of your box a 

purple & orange envelope with a dove image, titled “Special 

Offering”.  If you do not have offering envelopes and would like to 

contribute, please feel free to send a check with “OCWF” noted on 

the memo line.  After the monies have been collected, the Cabinet 

will decide the division of your gifts among the two organizations.  

Please respond as generously as you are able.  Thank you. 

 Jean Richardson 

 

 
 
 
Pastor’s Corner                                                            April 28, 2020 
 

1)  I have always believed life to be transient—philosophically and medically. 

As a child with poor health, I knew that I could go to sleep and not wake up again.   

I always found the familiar prayer, “Now I lay me down to Sleep”, particularly 

ridiculously as most children didn’t live in my reality.  
  

I had a notion in my head that I’d never finish high school.  I wouldn’t make it through 

college.  I’d never travel, not really, and I certainly wouldn’t actually live to see my baby 

brother married and with children.  The more pessimistic I got, the more my reality was 



 

challenged to the point where I just tossed in the towel and thought, how long can we 

keep this show on the road? 
  

I’m thirty-two years on from my initial “expiration date” and, wow, doesn’t it feel like 

I’m existing in some strange alternate universe at times? 
  

Of course, the transience of life came not only from my dubious mast cell count.  
  

2) As an active Christian, of course, my entire plane of existence is nothing but transient.  
  

We (as Christians) live in the knowledge that the world could end at any moment, by 

anything if it is the will of God, whether several millennia in the future or just next 

week, and that we are desperately waiting for this to happen.  
  

We want Christ to come again.  We want the end.  Volcanos must come.  Plague will 

arrive.  And angels will sing through it all. 
  

Of course, we still live responsibly, morally, living as if there is a tomorrow.  
  

Still, the end is nigh is not so much as a threat but a hope that could be realized.  
  

We can’t predict what it will be like.  We have John’s vision in Revelation.  We have 

movies and TV shows and novels that predict how the world will end just as gloriously 

as it was created.  We have science that does in fact tell us how the universe will one 

day end with a reverse Big Bang.  But the actual happenings, how it will play out, we’re 

all ignorant.  
  

There are many who look for signs, who do the calculations for the date the world will 

end. 
  

Still—the most recent widely accepted date was around Y2K.  We’ve moved past from 

that, and I guarantee you that you can do a quick google search and come up with the 

next big prediction. 
  

But is it tomorrow?  Is it next year?  Or is it when we are all dead and gone?  When our 

children’s children’s children are dead and everyone has forgotten our name?  That’s 

the beauty of Biblical prophecies.  There’s no actual timestamp and we don’t know 

they’ve been fulfilled until it’s already happened. 
  

3)  Life, however, has warped across the globe to become something unreal.  At first, 

joking about somehow finding myself in various movies helped me cope, but now it’s 

just all gone flat. 



 

  

It’s not quite so funny when I’m going on six weeks of not seeing anyone who was not 

wearing a mask and I can’t find my lactose-free milk in a twenty-mile radius.  Still, 

whenever I drive through the streets of a nearby town, I can count on my favorite movie 

house advertising a relevant movie title: such as “The Mask” or “The Big Sick”. 
  

Of course, if you think about it, our entire situation isn’t entirely revolutionary in the 

history of the world.  I write not only of various pandemics that affected the planet.  I do 

not speak of just mass tragedies where thousands upon thousands died.  I reference not 

just global scaled disasters that are recorded in modern history. 
  

Since the beginning of time as we know it, as recorded in the Bible, people have been 

asking God a tiny little question, “Why?” 
  

The story of Adam and Eve and the snake is really just one beautiful answer as 

to why humans suffer. 
  

The Book of Job answers it quite nicely in just the first chapter before bad things start to 

happen and Job suffers emotional, spiritual, and physical torment basically asking that 

same question in various ways throughout the rest of the book.  (Spoiler alert: bad 

things happen to Job because God and Satan make a bet.  Simple.  Effective.  And 

completely unfair in the scheme of things.) 
  

When we circle back to the question of “why” entire civilizations have crumbled over 

the answer.  People have lost their faith.  Drastic measures have occurred in reaction to 

the answers for “why” (in our own history, just think of the Christian Holy Wars that 

seemed never ending).  Not one single person who ever lived, regardless of gender, 

race, religion, creed, or nationality failed to ask this question. 

 Something bad happens and the first thing a person wants to know is why? 
  

It’s just a tiny, simple question with so much power—but there are so many answers. 

There have been books written, sermons given, conversations shared on this question, 

now in regard to Covid-19 and with every single tragedy in human history, whether 

small or global.  

  

I’m not here, however, to try and tell you the answer.  
  

I’m not going to tell you that God doesn’t care and that’s why this is happening.  I’m not 

going to shame you into thinking that humanity did something wrong and we are being 



 

punished.  I’m not going to theorize about “bad things happening to good people,” as 

the saying goes. 
  

What I will tell you, however, is that this, too, will pass.  This, like everything, is 

transient.  
  

No one believed the Roman Empire would ever fall, and yet its rule faded and only a 

memory remains.  
  

The Black Death once spread across the known world from China into the far reaches of 

Europe.  Now it only exists in laboratories, terrorizing us only in history book and in 

fiction.  
  

Wars have sprung up across the world, sometimes on a grand scale and sometimes as a 

whisper, but eventually arms are put down, the dead are counted, and soldiers return to 

homes that are no longer familiar.  In our own history as Americans, many believed 

when the Civil War broke out in 1861 that it would be over in just a couple of weeks.  It 

spanned across generations, across race, across religion for four terrible years but still it 

ended and our country was united again—to the relief of some and the distress of 

others. 
  

Today, now, we can’t see the end.  We don’t know when it will happen even if States 

reopen and we’re “open for business” in time for summer.  The scars will certainly be 

felt for years to come, whether we remain in self-isolation for only another month or if 

we’re sheltering in our homes for months and months to come.  However, there is an 

end.  Nothing lasts forever. 
  

At the fear of sounding prosaic: we just need to stick it out.  As Christians we should be 

really well practiced.  We’ve been at it for two thousand years, after all. 

There will be good days and bad days.  Hard times and times that are hopefully 

joyful.  We will become frustrated, disheartened, faithless, and resigned.—but there is 

an end date.  Just because we don’t know it, doesn’t mean that it can’t be just around the 

corner.  
  

Have faith in yourself, in your heart, in your strength. 
  

I pray that you have faith, as well, in God, for he is our strength when we have none left. 
  

Amen.   

  

 

Yours Faithfully,    Reverend Averill Elizabeth Blackburn  



 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
If you have anyone who needs special prayers or a home visit, in lieu of a prayer 

request form, please let Rev. Averill know who should be contacted.  Rev. Averill will 

be covering pastoral care duties via phone or video-conferencing.  She can be reached 

at  reverendaeb@gmail.com or  (860) 278-6640
 

Please remember these people in your Prayers  
 

Lois Delisle 
102 High St.  
Florence, MA 01062 
 
Diane Russell 
Linda Manor Extended Care 
Room 104B 
349 Haydenville Rd. 
Leeds, MA 01053 
 
Marie Durant 
83 Brierwood Dr. 
Florence, MA 01062 

Richard Durant 
518 East Street 
Williamsburg, MA 01096 
 
Bryan, Dianna and  
Abbigail Jarvis  
83 Lyman Terrace 
South Hadley, MA 01075 
 
Rosel LaPalme, Rm 119-1 
298 Jarvis Ave.  
Holyoke MA 01040 
 

Roland and Jackie LaFrance 
Linda Manor Rm #323 
349 Haydenville Rd. 
Leeds, MA 01053 

 
Betty Joseph 
Linda Manor Rm #221 
349 Haydenville Rd. 
Leeds, MA 01053 

 

Sherry Vacchelli 
71 State Street, Apt 212 
Northampton, MA 01060

 
We always welcome a follow up for concerns expressed in worship service.  

Please let PASTOR AVERILL know if the situation has changed. 
 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

5/18  Wayne Peereboom 
5/30  Donald Upham 
 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 
5/22  Jeff & Michelle Fournier 
5/24 Angela & Art Wright 
5/26 Stephen & Tammy Berube 

 

Church Record - Nothing to report for May 

mailto:reverendaeb@gmail.com
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